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Field Crops Newsletter:
In General:
This planting season has turned out to be an odd
one even though corn and soybeans went in fairly well.
Cotton planting has been a guessing game driven by
periods of hot weather, cool weather, drought, and rain.
I hope we get a chance to wrap it up this week, but more
rain is predicted. The last of the cotton may not get
planted until later in the month.
The big deal is cost, with fuel, fertilizer, and
seed heading the list. Sometimes I wonder why we
continue, but then I come back to the fact that this is not
only what we know best; it’s also our way of life. To
stop now would be like pulling up stakes and moving to
Siberia. The bad thing is that too many people know
that we will continue farming against almost all odds.
Corn:

Most of the crop is looking good right now.
Some fields are getting their nitrogen just a little late,
and in some cases preemergence herbicides have not
performed as they should; but even these situations will
be corrected in the next few days.
We had a close call with chinch bugs at the end
of the mini-drought. These potentially devastating little
stinkers (that’s one way you can tell they’re chinch
bugs) were getting cranked off in some areas, and some
fields were actually sprayed as a precaution. I expect
that had we been confident of rain we might have
avoided that expense, but chinch bugs are nothing to
take chances with. Apparently the systemic insecticide
that was on most of the seed had begun to run out at
about same time temperatures got high and moisture got
low; the result was an almost ideal environment for
chinchbugs. Fortunately, rains came in time to head off
severe problems with this pest.
There will be several variety trials around the
area for us to watch this year. We have three on
cooperating farms, and there are at least four more that
were established by seed companies and individual
farmers. These tests will allow us to evaluate most of
the available varieties in a wide range of soils and
production systems.

May 2006
There are some different ideas being introduced
that sound interesting, such as the application of
fungicides in corn. This is a fairly new subject, but
some work has been done to address it. In 2005
Arkansas, Extension Service workers evaluated
relatively disease-resistant and disease-susceptible
varieties, concluding: “At most locations, foliar disease
was not present. Where foliar disease was not present,
corn yield was not influenced by the application of a
foliar fungicide at silking.” (Kelly, Cartright, and Sheets,
2005) Corn fungicides have also been evaluated in
Missouri; and their finding suggest that fungicides may
be cost-effective in specialty corns such as sweet corn,
popcorn, and seed corn, but not in field corn being
grown for grain.
I guess you might consider me a skeptic when it
comes to new products being introduced without good
University (not done by the company selling them)
research to back them up; but I expect that as disease
inoculum levels increase in fields being planted to corn
year after year, fungicides may begin to show positive
results. I would like to participate in fungicide
evaluations if any of you plan to apply them this year.
For now, I would prefer to see you doing the things we
are sure of; such as good variety selection, rotation, good
fertilization and liming practices, and careful harvesting
to avoid field losses. If you are sure you are already
doing your best with these, then a move to another level
may be justified. Let’s face it, most of you lose more
during harvest than a fungicide could be expected to
increase yield.
Soybeans:
I hope that soybean planting is almost complete,
but some beans were still being planted last week.
That’s a little late if you consider yourself using the
Early Soybean Planting System, but then rainfall and
temperature may make as much or more difference than
planting date. We will just have to wait and see on that
question.
Most of my time so far has been spent with corn
and cotton, but I hope to change that. I have several

